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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT 

The Office of Disaster Preparedness Tel: +1 869 466 5100 / 6892 
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) Fax: +1 869 466 5310 
Government Headquarters Telex: 6820 EXTNL SKB KC 
Church Street, PO Box 186 E-Mail: NEMASKB@caribsurf.com 
Basseterre, St Kitts   
   
St Kitts & Nevis Coast Guard Tel: +1 869 465 8384 
Bird Rock Fax: +1 869 465 8406 
Basseterre, St Kitts E-Mail: skndf@sisterisles.com 
 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY  

National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) Tel: +1 869 466 5100 / 6892 
Government Headquarters Fax: +1 869 466 5310 
Church Street, PO Box 186 Telex: 6820 EXTNL SKB KC 
Basseterre, St Kitts E-Mail: NEMASKB@caribsurf.com 
   
Ministry of Home Affairs Tel: +1 869 465 2688 / 2521 x 1034 
Government Headquarters Fax: +1 869 465 5202 
Church Street, PO Box 186 Telex: 6820 EXTNL SKB KC 
Basseterre, St Kitts   
   
Department of Maritime Affairs Tel: +1 869 466 7032/4846/6119 
Ministry of Public Works, Utilities, Transport & Posts Fax: +1 869 465 0604/9475 
Water Services Building E-Mali:  maritimeaffairs@yahoo.com 
Needsmust   
Basseterre   
St Kitts   
 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

St. Kitts and Nevis National Oil Spill Contingency Plan is currently under revision and forms a part of 
the St. Kitts and Nevis National Disaster Plan.  
 
The lead agency for government control during an oil spill is the St. Kitts and Nevis Coast Guard,  part 
of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The Coast Guard provides overall control of spill response and 
designates an On Scene Commander (OSC), who chairs an Oil Spill Coordination Team. This is 
composed of representatives of interested parties including the Ministry of Health (which provides 
environmental advice), the Office of Disaster Preparedness of the National Emergency Management 
Agency, the Department of Maritime Affairs, Ministry of Public Works, St. Kitts and Nevis Police, St. 
Kitts and Nevis Port Authority and shipping associations. 
 
In practice, government would call upon oil industry resources as a first tier of response, after which 
assistance would be sought from adjacent Caribbean island states using alerting procedures identified 
in the Caribbean Islands OPRC Plan. 
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RESPONSE POLICY 

St. Kitts and Nevis adopts the approach of containment/recovery and manual shoreline cleanup. 
There is no defined policy on dispersant use, but there are no dispersants or application equipment 
locally available. 
 
Small or moderate volumes of oily beach material could be disposed of at the local public refuse tip 
(possibly with the additional requirement of quicklime stabilisation), but larger volumes and bulk liquid 
oily wastes would probably have to be exported for final treatment and disposal. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Government 

The government has no specialised equipment. However, the Department of Public Works is 
responsible for locating local labour and mechanical earthmoving equipment.  
 
Private 

Only limited resources for oil spill response, held by the Sol Group., are on the islands. In addition, 
three tankers on long term charter to Shell carry on board oil pollution response equipment for use by 
shoreside personnel. Texaco West Indies Ltd. is a member of Clean Caribbean & Americas (CCA), 
based in Florida, and has access to the resources held by them. No specialist oil spill cleanup 
contractors are locally available. 
 
Very few vessels, other than small fishing boats, are available for at sea response. Helicopters for air 
surveillance are not available in St. Kitts, but are available from nearby island states. Fixed wing 
charter aircraft are available from local firms at the Robert L Bradshaw International Airport.  Salvage, 
heavy powered tug boats are available at St Eustatius. 
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

Minor spills from commercial vessel traffic have occurred. The sinking of the barge VISTA BELLA 
(1991) resulted in a large spill which contaminated many shores. The main tourist beaches were 
cleaned manually, and the wastes disposed of to landfill at the public refuse site.  
 
 
CONVENTIONS 

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation 
MARPOL    Annexes 
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Cartagena Convention (with states of the Wider Caribbean Region). 
 
 

Date of issue: December 2009 
 

 
 

Terms & Conditions 
 

These Country & Territory Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a 
variety of sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently 
verified before reliance is placed on it. Country & Territory Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional 
or revised information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or 
updated as at the stated Date of Issue. 
 
ITOPF Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any 
person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance on or use of these Country & 
Territory Profiles. 
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These Country & Territory Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, 
deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these Terms & Conditions are 
reproduced in full.   
 
These Country & Territory Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either for 
commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


