COUNTRY & TERRITORY PROFILES

A Summary of Oil Spill Response Arrangements
& Resources Worldwide

IRAN

SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT

Ports and Maritime Organisation (PMO) (for oil & HNS)  Tel/Fax: +98 21 88651117

Department of Safety and Marine Environment Mobile: +98 912 3842663 (after hrs)
Protection

PMO Building Tel: +98 21 84932172/76

South Didar Street Fax: +98 21 84932190

Shahaid Haghani Highway Web: http://maritimesafety.pmao.ir

Vanak Square
Tehran PO Box 158754574

The relevant port authorities should also be notified

COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY

Ports & Maritime Organisation, see above.

RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS

The Port and Maritime Organisation (PMO) of Iran is the designated national authority responsible for
responding to marine pollution incidents in the waters around the country. Within the PMO, the
National Coordination Center for Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation is
responsible for coordinating all measures in connection with combating oil pollution, receiving pollution
reports, updating the National Plan, training and providing combating equipment to regional sub-
centres.

PMO has the power to impose fines on any vessel polluting Iranian ports and coastal waters. In the
event of a spill, all costs and expenses for the use of equipment in order to remove the oil from the sea
water will be charged as per an established tariff. In practice, the National Iranian Tanker Company
also plays a prominent role in responding to marine oil pollution and is believed to maintain significant
quantities of spill response resources in the country.

During 2002 and 2003 Iran developed a National Plan for Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and
Cooperation and the necessary draft legislation to support it, under the auspices of the International
Maritime Organization. At the same time, the ports and terminals under PMO initiated the development
of local contingency plans or emergency plans. The NCP and associated legislation has now been
adopted by Parliament. PMO has actively participated in the development of the Caspian Regional
Plan on cooperation in cases of major oil spills, as well as in the ongoing work under the Kuwait Action
Plan covering the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.

Iran, in conjunction with the United Nations Development Programme, Shell and other companies has
developed sensitivity maps.

RESPONSE POLICY

Response resources for dispersant spraying and containment and recovery are available for clean up
at sea, but a formal response policy is not known.
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EQUIPMENT

Government & Private

It is not known how much spill response equipment was damaged during the hostilities with Iraq and
very little information is also available regarding the replacement of this equipment and the response
capability that is currently maintained in the country. There is some evidence to suggest that the PMO
and National Iranian Tanker Company currently maintain significant stocks of equipment, including
boom, dispersant, spraying equipment, skimmers and vessels, but the exact type and quantities
involved are unknown. Spill response resources and co-operation may be made available to the
Iranian authorities via fellow members of the ROPME Sea Area.

PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE

The damage caused to oil industry facilities and vessels during the Iran-Iraq war provided the Iranian
authorities with extensive experience of oil spill situations. Among the most significant spill incidents
was the destruction of 3 platforms and associated wells in the Nowruz Field in 1983 with an estimated
38 million gallons of heavy crude oil released. In 1991, Iran was also affected by the major spillage of
oil from the Gulf war. In 2005, a tanker spill of about 500 tonnes of light crude occurred near the Strait
of Hormuz.

HAZARDOUS AND NOXIOUS SUBSTANCES (HNS)

Iran is developing its capability for responding to spills of HNS. The PMA is the authority responsible
for dealing with spills of HNS, but may contract some of this function out to private companies. Iran
currently does not have a national contingency plan for HNS, but this is under development. There is
no specialised equipment other than that already available for oil spill clean-up. Iran experienced a
spill involving methanol in 2006.

CONVENTIONS

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation

MARPOL Annexes OPRC | OPRC CLC Fund | Supp | HNS* | Bunker
73/78 1l IV VvV VI '90 -HNS | '69 76 '92 [ ‘92 | Fund

v | v | v |\/| v v v | | v v v

* not yet in force
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Kuwait Convention (with countries bordering the Gulf), administered by the Regional Organisation for
the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME), based in Kuwait.
Draft Framework Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea
(Azerbaijan, | R Iran, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Turkmenistan)

Date of issue: December 2011

Terms & Conditions

These Country & Territory Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a
variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently
verified before reliance is placed on it. Country & Territory Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional
or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or
updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

ITOPF Limited (“ITOPF") hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any
person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance on or use of these Country &
Territory Profiles.
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commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment.

© ITOPF Limited 2018
This Country & Territory Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms & Conditions.
http://www.itopf.org/knowledge-resources/countries-territories-regions/



