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ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA

SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT

Antigua Barbuda Defence Force Coast Guard Tel: +1-268 4620671
PO Box 1572 Fax: +1-268 4622842
Deepwater Harbour TIx: 21279

St. John's, Antigua Email: abdfcg@candw.ag

COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY

As above.

RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS

The National Marine Pollution Contingency Plan for Antigua & Barbuda is in the final stages of being
revised. This sets out the strategy and organisation for spill response, and integrates with the wider
Caribbean Islands OPRC Plan.

The competent national authority for oil spill response is the Antigua Barbuda Defence Force Coast
Guard. Other government departments with an interest or operational role in spills are the Ministry of
Labour Co-operatives and Public Safety, Antigua and Barbuda Port Authority, Antigua and Barbuda
Police Force, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and the Ministry of Public Works. The local oll
industry would also be involved.

The OSC is designated from the Antigua Coast Guard (normally the Operations Officer) with an
alternate from the Port Authority. A Marine Pollution Sub-Committee (MPS) consisting of
representatives from all involved parties has been established. The MPS has a dual role of pre-
planning for spills and an advisory role to the OSC during response. The response team would be
based in the National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), established in the National Office of
Disaster Services, part of the Ministry of Labour Co-operatives and Public Safety.

RESPONSE POLICY

Antigua favours the combined approach of containment & recovery, chemical dispersion and
manual/mechanical shoreline cleanup. The prevalence of sensitive resources (corals, mangroves,
fisheries and tourism) necessitates consultation with MPS before the use of chemicals would be
approved.

Small volumes of oily beach material could be landfilled in the public refuse tip, with government
approval. Small volumes of liquid oil could be handled by the local oil industry. Larger volumes of
waste would probably have to be exported.

Antigua and Barbuda has a mechanism in place to expedite the clearance of equipment through
Customs.
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EQUIPMENT

Government

The Port Authority can provide tugs fitted with dispersant spray gear and storage tanks. Equipment
and manpower necessary for shore cleanup can be provided by the Ministry of Public Works and the
Ministry of Labour Co-operatives and Public Safety.

Small vessels and tugs are available locally and would be accessed through the Port Authority for at
sea response. Fixed wing charter aircraft and helicopters for air surveillance are available.

Private

The local oil companies hold some resources for dealing with incidents at their own facilities including
dispersant and application equipment. This also provides the first tier of response to spills from other
sources for the government. Three tankers on long term charter to Shell Antilles and Guianas Ltd carry
on board oil pollution response equipment for use by shoreside personnel. No specialist oil spill
cleanup contractors are locally available.

As reported in June 2005, the following equipment is available in Antigua and Barbuda from both
government and private sources: - 2 x 600m boom, 12 x 55 USG dispersant, 2 workboats and oil
dispersant distribution equipment.

PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE

Minor spills have occurred from small boat traffic. Two larger spills of Bunker C (supplied to the power
generating station) resulted in manual beach cleaning and limited dispersant spraying. Recovered
wastes were disposed of to local landfill.

CONVENTIONS

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation

MARPOL Annexes OPRC [ OPRC CLC Fund | Supp | HNS* Bunker
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* not yet in force

© ITOPF Limited 2018
This Country & Territory Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms & Conditions.
http://www.itopf.org/knowledge-resources/countries-territories-regions/




COUNTRY & TERRITORY PROFILES

A Summary of Oil Spill Response Arrangements
& Resources Worldwide

ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA

REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Cartagena Convention (with states of the Wider Caribbean Region).

Date of issue: January 2009

Terms & Conditions

These Country & Territory Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a
variety of sources over a period of time. This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently
verified before reliance is placed on it. Country & Territory Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional
or revised information under one heading only. Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or
updated as at the stated Date of Issue.

ITOPF Limited (“ITOPF") hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any
person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance on or use of these Country &
Territory Profiles.
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